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At the Laundromat: French
Laundry Vocabulary

Learn essential French vocabulary for doing laundry, from sorting dirty clothes and
using the washing machine to hanging, drying, folding, and ironing. Includes practical
words like detergent, spin cycle, clothespins, and stain removal.
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The lesson

1 LESSIVE - laundry / washing
Je fais la lessive aujourd'hui.
I am doing the laundry today.
2 LINGE - laundry / linen
Le linge est tres sale.
The laundry is very dirty.
3 TRIER - to sort
Je trie le linge par couleur.
I sort the laundry by color.
4 MACHINE - machine

Elle met les vétements dans la machine.

She puts the clothes in the machine.
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LAVER - to wash
La machine a laver est grande.
The washing machine is big.
POUDRE - powder
J'ajoute de la lessive en poudre.
I add powdered detergent.
ASSOUPLISSANT - fabric softener
Il verse 1'assouplissant dans le bac.
He pours the fabric softener into the tray.
TEMPERATURE - temperature
Je regle la température a trente degrés.
I set the temperature to thirty degrees.
PROGRAMME : programme / cycle
Le programme court dure trente minutes.
The short cycle lasts thirty minutes.
BOUTON - button
J'appuie sur le bouton de démarrage.
I press the start button.
TOURNER - to spin / to turn

La machine tourne rapidement.

The machine spins quickly.

ESSORAGE - spin cycle / wringing

L'essorage est presque fini.

The spin cycle is almost done.
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MOUILLE - wet
Je sors le linge mouillé.
I take out the wet laundry.

HUMIDE - damp / humid

Les vetements sont encore humides.

The clothes are still damp.

SECOUER - to shake

Je secoue chaque vétement avant de 1'étendre.

I shake each piece of clothing before hanging it.

ETENDRE - to hang / to spread out
Elle étend le linge dehors.
She hangs the laundry outside.
SECHOIR - drying rack / dryer
J'utilise le séchoir a linge.
I use the clothes drying rack.
SECHE-LINGE - tumble dryer
Le seche-linge est en panne.
The dryer is broken.
CINTRE - hanger
Je suspends les chemises sur des cintres.

I hang the shirts on hangers.

PINCE - clothespin / clip

Elle accroche les chaussettes avec des pinces.

She clips the socks with clothespins.
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FIL - thread / line
Le fil a linge est tendu dans le jardin.
The clothesline is stretched across the garden.
SECHER - to dry
Le soleil seche le linge vite.
The sun dries the laundry quickly.
BEAU - nice / fine (weather)
Il fait beau pour sécher dehors.
The weather is nice for drying outside.
DRAP - sheet
Les draps sechent au soleil.
The sheets are drying in the sun.
SERVIETTE - towel
Je lave aussi les serviettes.
I also wash the towels.
TACHE - stain / spot
Ces chaussettes ont une tache.
These socks have a stain.
FROTTER - to scrub / to rub
Je frotte la tache avec du savon.
I scrub the stain with soap.
SAVON - soap

Le savon enleve les taches facilement.

Soap removes stains easily.
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RETRECIR - to shrink
Cette chemise rétrécit a haute température.
This shirt shrinks at high temperatures.

ETIQUETTE - label / tag

Il faut lire 1' étiquette du vétement.

You need to read the clothing label.

PULL - sweater / jumper
Ce pull se lave a la main.
This sweater is hand-washed.
RINCER - to rinse
Je rince le vétement a l'eau froide.
I rinse the garment in cold water.
RINCAGE - rinsing
L'eau de rincage est claire maintenant.
The rinse water is clear now.
TORDRE - to wring / to twist
Je tords la chemise pour enlever l'eau.
I wring the shirt to remove the water.
SEC - dry
Le linge est sec maintenant.
The laundry is dry now.
PLIER - to fold

Je plie les vétements propres.

I fold the clean clothes.
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37 RANGER - to put away / to tidy
Elle range les vétements dans l'armoire.
She puts the clothes away in the wardrobe.
38 ARMOIRE - wardrobe / closet
L'armoire est pleine de vétements propres.
The wardrobe is full of clean clothes.
39 REPASSER - to iron
Je repasse les chemises apres la lessive.
I iron the shirts after doing the laundry.
40 FER - iron
Le fer a repasser est chaud.
The iron is hot.
41 TISSU - fabric / cloth
Je mouille 1égerement le tissu avant de repasser.
I slightly dampen the fabric before ironing.
42 PLANCHE - board
La planche a repasser est dans la cuisine.
The ironing board is in the kitchen.
43 PANTALON - trousers / pants
Ce pantalon a besoin d'étre repasseé.
These trousers need to be ironed.
44  PANIER - basket

Je mets le linge sale dans le panier.

I put the dirty laundry in the basket.
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PLEIN - full
Le panier a linge est plein.
The laundry basket is full.
DEUXIEME - second
Je dois faire une deuxieme machine.

I need to do a second load.

FONCE - dark

Les couleurs fonceées se lavent séparément.

Dark colors are washed separately.

BLANC - white
Le blanc devient gris avec le temps.
White turns grey over time.
TERMINER - to finish / to complete
La lessive est enfin terminée.
The laundry is finally done.
PROPRE - clean

Tout est propre et bien rangé.

Everything is clean and neatly put away.

Vocabulary — 50
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lessive laundry / washing linge

trie to sort machine
laver to wash poudre
assouplissant fabric softener température

programme programme / cycle bouton
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machine

powder

temperature

button
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tourne
mouillé
secoue
séchoir

cintres

fil

beau

serviettes
frotte
rétrécit
pull
rincage
sec
range
repasse
tissu
pantalon
plein

fonceées

terminée
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to spin / to turn

wet

to shake

drying rack / dryer

hanger

thread / line

nice / fine
(weather)

towel

to scrub / to rub

to shrink

sweater / jumper

rinsing

dry

to put away / to tidy

to iron

fabric / cloth

trousers / pants

full

dark

to finish / to
complete
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essorage

humides

étend

seche-linge

pinces

seche
draps

tache
savon
étiquette
rince
tords
plie
armoire
fer
planche
panier
deuxieme

blanc

propre

spin cycle /
wringing

damp / humid

to hang / to spread
out

tumble dryer

clothespin / clip

to dry

sheet

stain / spot

soap

label / tag

to rinse

to wring / to twist

to fold

wardrobe / closet

iron

board

basket

second

white

clean
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