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Art and History: A French
Story at the Museum

Join Lucas on his first museum visit, where he discovers a painting that looks exactly
like him and uncovers a surprising connection. Learn essential French vocabulary for
describing a museum, asking for help, and expressing emotions through a simple,
engaging story.

Al - Beginner 47 sentences 95 new words

Hear this lesson read aloud
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Scan the code, or type the address into your browser

The lesson

1 arrive - to arrive

Lucas arrive au musée pour la premiere fois.

loo-KAH ah-REEV oh moo-ZAY poor luh pruh-MYEHR fwah

Lucas arrives at the museum for the first time.

2 content - happy

Il est tres content.
eel eh treh kohn-tahn

He is very happy.

3 nerveux * nervous

Il est aussi un peu nerveux.

eel eh oh-swee uhn puh nehr-vuh

He is also a little nervous.
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4 achete - buys

Il achete son billet a I'entrée.

eel ah-shet sohn bee-yeh ah lahn-tray

He buys his ticket at the entrance.

5 entre - enters

Il entre dans le musée.

eel ahn-truh dahn luh moo-zay

He enters the museum.

6 grand - big

C'est tres grand et tres beau.

seh treh grahn eh treh boh

It's very big and very beautiful.

7 regarde - looks

Il regarde autour de lui.

eel ruh-gard oh-toor duh Iwee

He looks around him.

8 voit - sees

Il voit beaucoup de tableaux.
eel vwah boh-koo duh tah-bloh

He sees many paintings.

9 s'arréte - stops

Soudain, Lucas s'arréte devant un grand tableau.

soo-dan, loo-KAH sah-ret duh-vahn uhn grahn tah-bloh
Suddenly, Lucas stops in front of a big painting.
10 garcon - boy

Dans ce tableau, il y a un garcon.

dahn suh tah-bloh, eel yah uhn gahr-sohn

In this painting, there is a boy.
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ressemble - looks like

Ce garcon ressemble exactement a Lucas.

suh gahr-sohn ruh-sahm-bluh eg-zak-tuh-mahn ah loo-KAH

This boy looks exactly like Lucas.

regarde - looks at

Lucas regarde le tableau.
loo-KAH ruh-gard luh tah-bloh

Lucas looks at the painting.

comprend - understands

Il ne comprend pas.
eel nuh kohn-prahn pah

He doesn't understand.

lire - to read

I1 veut lire le nom sous le tableau.

eel vuh leer luh nohm soo luh tah-bloh

He wants to read the name under the painting.

lettres - letters

Mais les lettres sont tres petites.

meh leh let-ruh sohn treh puh-teet

But the letters are very small.

essaie - tries

Il essaie de se mettre sur la pointe des pieds.

eel eh-say duh suh met-ruh soor lah pwant deh pyay

He tries to stand on his tiptoes.

barriere - barrier

Mais il y a une barriere .

meh eel yah oon bah-ryehr

But there is a barrier.
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s'approcher - to get closer

Il ne peut pas s'approcher.
eel nuh puh pah sah-proh-shay

He can't get closer.

demande : asks

Il demande a une personne a co6té : « Vous savez qui est

ce garcon ? »

eel duh-mahnd ah oon pehr-son ah koh-tay: voo sah-vay kee eh suh gahr-sohn

He asks a person nearby: "Do you know who this boy is?"

secoue - shakes

La personne secoue la téte.
lah pehr-son suh-koo lah tet

The person shakes their head.

sait - knows

Elle ne sait pas.

el nuh seh pah

She doesn't know.

chercher - to look for

Lucas part chercher un employé du musée.

loo-KAH pahr shehr-shay uhn ahn-plwah-yay dyoo moo-zay

Lucas goes to look for a museum employee.

salle - room

I1 entre dans une autre salle.

eel ahn-truh dahn oon oh-truh sahl

He enters another room.
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24  trouve - finds

Il ne trouve pas son chemin.

eel nuh troov pah sohn shuh-man

He can't find his way.

25 perdu - lost

Il est perdu.

eel eh pehr-dyoo

He is lost.

26 inquiet - worried

Il est inquiet.

eel eh an-kyeh

He is worried.

27 dame - lady

Une dame s'approche de lui.

oon dahm sah-prosh duh Iwee

A lady approaches him.

28 guide - guide

C'est Madame Colette, la guide.

seh mah-dahm koh-let, lah geed

It's Madame Colette, the guide.

29 demande - asks

Elle lui demande

chose ? »

el lwee duh-mahnd: tyoo vah byan? tyoo shehrsh kel-kuh shohz

She asks him: "Are you okay? Are you looking for something?"
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répond - answers

Lucas répond : « Je cherche un grand tableau avec un
gargon. Je veux savoir son nom. »

loo-KAH ray-pohn: zhuh shehrsh uhn grahn tah-bloh ah-vek uhn gahr-sohn. zhuh vuh
sah-vwahr sohn nohm

Lucas answers: "I'm looking for a big painting with a boy. I want to know his name."

sourit - smiles

Madame Colette sourit.

mah-dahm koh-let soo-ree

Madame Colette smiles.

Viens - Come

Elle dit : « Viens avec moi ! »

el dee: vyan ah-vek mwah

She says: "Come with me!"

guide - guides

Elle guide Lucas vers la bonne salle.

el geed loo-KAH vehr lah bon sahl

She guides Lucas to the right room.

arrivent - arrive

Ils arrivent devant le grand tableau.

eel zah-reev duh-vahn luh grahn tah-bloh

They arrive in front of the big painting.

lit - reads

Madame Colette lit le nom sous le tableau a voix haute.

mah-dahm koh-let lee luh nohm soo luh tah-bloh ah vwah oht

Madame Colette reads the name under the painting out loud.
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dit - says

Elle dit : « Lucas Moreau, 1885. »

el dee: loo-KAH moh-roh, meel-eet-sahn-kah-truh-van-sank

She says: "Lucas Moreau, 1885."

ouvre *© opens

Lucas ouvre grand les yeux.

loo-KAH oo-vruh grahn leh zyuh

Lucas opens his eyes wide.

croire - to believe

Il ne peut pas croire ce qu'il entend.

eel nuh puh pah krwahr suh keel ahn-tahn

He can't believe what he hears.

exactement - exactly

C'est exactement son nom !

seh eg-zak-tuh-mahn sohn nohm

It's exactly his name!

explique - explains

Madame Colette explique : « Ce gargon vivait il y a 140
ans. Il avait le méme nom que toi. »

mah-dahm koh-let ek-sleek: suh gahr-sohn vee-veh eel yah sahn kah-rahnt ahn. eel ah-
veh luh mem nohm kuh twah

Madame Colette explains: "This boy lived 140 years ago. He had the same name as you."

rit - laughs

Lucas rit tres fort.

loo-KAH ree treh for

Lucas laughs very loudly.
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extraordinaire - extraordinary

Il trouve ca extraordinaire.

eel troov sah eg-stra-or-dee-nehr

He finds it extraordinary.

photo - photo

Il prend une photo du tableau avec son téléphone.

eel prahn oon foh-toh dyoo tah-bloh ah-vek sohn tay-lay-fohn

He takes a photo of the painting with his phone.

montrer - to show

Il veut montrer cette photo a son pere et a sa mere.

eel vuh mohn-tray set foh-toh ah sohn pehr eh ah sah mehr

He wants to show this photo to his father and mother.

quitte - leaves

Lucas quitte le musée avec un grand sourire.

loo-KAH keet luh moo-zay ah-vek uhn grahn soo-reer

Lucas leaves the museum with a big smile.

pense - thinks

Il pense : « Le musée, c'est vraiment intéressant. »

eel pahns: luh moo-zay, seh vreh-mahn an-tay-reh-sahn

He thinks: "The museum is really interesting."

revenir - to come back

Il veut revenir bientot.

eel vuh ruhv-neer byan-toh

He wants to come back soon.

Vocabulary — 95

A

arrive . - museée
arrives m museum

ah-reev moo-zay
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premiere
pruh-myehr

tres
treh

aussi

oh-swee

nerveux

nehr-vuh

billet
bee-yeh

entre

ahn-truh

beau
boh

autour

oh-toor

beaucoup
boh-koo

s'arrete

sah-ret

tableau
tah-bloh

ressemble

ruh-sahm-bluh

comprend
kohn-prahn

lire

leer

sous
S00

petites
puh-teet
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first

very

also

nervous

ticket

enters

beautiful

around

many

stops

painting

looks like

understands

to read

under

small
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fois

fwah

content
kohn-tahn

peu
puh

achete
ah-shet

entrée

ahn-tray

grand
grahn

regarde
ruh-gard

voit

vwah

tableaux
tah-bloh

devant

duh-vahn

garcon

gahr-sohn

exactement

eg-zak-tuh-mahn

pas
pah

nom

nohm

lettres
let-ruh

essaie

eh-say

time

happy

little

buys

entrance

big

looks

sees

paintings

in front of

boy

exactly

not

name

letters

tries
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pointe

pwant

barriere
bah-ryehr

s'approcher
sah-proh-shay

personne

pehr-son

secoue

suh-koo

sait

seh

employé
ahn-plwah-yay

salle

sahl

chemin

shuh-man

inquiet
an-kyeh

s'approche

sah-prosh

bien
byan

quelque chose

kel-kuh shohz

cherche
shehrsh

sourit

SO00-ree

avecC

ah-vek
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tip

barrier

to get closer

person

shakes

knows

employee

room

way

worried

approaches

okay

something

looking for

smiles

with
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pieds
pyay

peut
puh

5 demande
® duh-mahnd

savez

sah-vay

tete
tet

O chercher
S shehr-shay

autre
>
oh-truh

trouve
Q

troov

<> perdu
pehr-dyoo

dame

dahm

@ guide

geed

O cherches
) shehrsh

répond
ray-pohn

savoir

sah-vwahr

Viens

vyan

=)

moi

h mwah

feet

can

asks

know

head

to look for

other

finds

lost

lady

guide

looking for

answers

to know

Come
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bonne

bon

lit

lee

s

dit

dee

/é\ yeux
yuh

entend

ahn-tahn
vivait
vee-veh

meéme

mem

fort

for

)

prend
prahn

L O

. téléphone
tay-lay-fohn

pere
pehr

. quitte

keet

pense
pahns

#% intéressant

~ an-tay-reh-sahn

= bientot
= byan-toh
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right &
reads g »)
says ’.0.\
eyes =
hears e

lived
same 22
loudly

takes @

phone ' °

father .
leaves <
thinks g
interesting m
soon
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arrivent

ah-reev

voix haute
vwah oht

ouvre

00-vruh

croire

krwahr

explique

ek-sleek

ans
ahn
rit
ree

extraordinaire

eg-stra-or-dee-nehr

photo
foh-toh

montrer

mohn-tray

mere

mehr

sourire

soo-reer

vraiment

vreh-mahn

revenir

ruhv-neer

arrive

out loud

opens

to believe

explains

years ago

laughs

extraordinary

photo

to show

mother

smile

really

to come back
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